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He urged, in conclusion, that as it was a question affecting the
constitution under which they worked, it ought not to be allowed to
stand' where it was. A committee was thereupon appointed to draft a
memorial, with Pherozeshah as one of its members. The representa-
tion drafted by the committee was approved in June 1881, and a
vote of thanks was passed, special mention being made of Pheroze-
shah and Dr. Blaney. The decision of the Secretary of State, Lord
Harrington, was in the nature of a complete victory for the Corpora-
tion. The Bombay Government was told that their action was
impolitic, unfair and in violation of a distinct understanding, and
that they should withdraw the order appealed against and refund to
the Corporation the sums withheld under it This decision was
directed to be communicated to the body concerned, which, however,
was not done. The Government of Bombay also demurred to the
mandate of the Secretary of State on the question of refund. Lord
Kimberley, before whom the matter came up in 1883, while adher-
ing to the view of his predecessor as regards the impropriety of the
proceedings of the Bombay Government, decided that such a strong
measure as compelling a refund was not called for. On the main
point he, however, upheld the objection of the Corporation, and the
latter had the satisfaction of feeling that he had succeeded in up-
holding its dignity and asserting its independence, thanks to the
efforts of the stalwarts within its ranks.